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5/11/17 

MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 11th day of May, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Robert Anderson, Chairman  
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman (via video conference) 
  Karl J. Simmeth, Jr. Treasurer  
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller 
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Paul Riester, Director of Administration  
  Ronald P. Bennett, Associate Attorney  
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Darlene Sikorski-Petritz, Deputy Associate Attorney 
  Daniel NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources  
  Terrence McCracken, Deputy Administrative Director  
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WPTO 
  Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality  

Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
Dennis Ball, Director of Operations  

 
ATTENDEES:  Gerald Summe 
   Sean Dwyer  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF ANNUAL MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to read the Minutes of the 
Annual Meeting held on April 28, 2017. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF ANNUAL MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 
the Annual Meeting held on April 28, 2017. 
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IV. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on April 28, 2017.  
 
V. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on April 28, 2017. 
 
VI. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
ITEM 1 - Creation and/or Amendment of Master Purchase Orders: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the creation 
and/or amendment of Master Purchase Order Nos. as attached not to exceed the amount of 
$177,763.26 and that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all 
associated documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the 
Authority’s By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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ITEM 2 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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VIII. - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NONE) 
 
IX. - NEW BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS 3-11) 
 
 
ITEM 3 - FINAL ACCEPTANCE OF PROJECT WITH OCCHINO CORP. FOR AREA 

NO. 1 RESTORATION, APRIL 1, 2014 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2016, 
PROJECT NO. 201400004, CONTRACT NO. 14-11-04 - $100,057.60 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 1st day of April, 2014, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a contract with Occhino Corp. for Area No. 1 restoration, 
April 1, 2014 through March 31, 2016, identified as Contract No. 14-11-04; and 
 

WHEREAS, Occhino Corp. has submitted a final invoice in the amount of $100,057.60; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer recommends acceptance of said 
project; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the above project is hereby accepted by the Authority as of the date hereof. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None  

 
ITEM 4 - FINAL ACCEPTANCE OF PROJECT WITH OCCHINO CORP. FOR AREA 

NO. 2 RESTORATION, APRIL 1, 2014 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2016, 
PROJECT NO. 201400005, CONTRACT NO. 14-12-04 - $117,931.52 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 1st day of April, 2014, the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a contract with Occhino Corp. for Area No. 2 restoration, 
April 1, 2014 through March 31, 2016, identified as Contract No. 14-12-04; and 
 

WHEREAS, Occhino Corp. has submitted a final invoice in the amount of $117,931.52; 
and 
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WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer recommends acceptance of said 

project; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the above project is hereby accepted by the Authority as of the date hereof. 
 

Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None 
 

ITEM 5 - AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR MACHINING AND 
FABRICATION SERVICES FOR THE REPAIR OF VARIOUS ERIE 
COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY EQUIPMENT FROM AUGUST 1, 2017 TO 
JULY 31, 2018, PROJECT NO. 201700071 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and Jay Meyers, Production Engineer 

recommend that the Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") publish a notice inviting sealed 
bids or proposals pursuant to Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for Machining and 
Fabrication Services for the Repair of Various Erie County Water Authority Equipment from 
August 1, 2017 to July 31, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, The work, labor and services for the abovementioned project is estimated to 
cost an amount in excess of $10,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Advertisement for Bids for Machining and Fabrication Services for the 
Repair of Various Erie County Water Authority Equipment from August 1, 2017 to July 31, 2018 
will be conducted pursuant to the enacted legislation, New York State Finance Law Sections 
139-j and 139-k and the Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Paul Miklos, Production Engineer will be the designated contact person for 
the project with the adoption of this resolution; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the plans and specifications and form of bid be prepared for Machining and 
Fabrication Services for the Repair of Various Erie County Water Authority Equipment from 
August 1, 2017 to July 31, 2018 and upon completion be made available for inspection by 
bidders in the office of the Authority; and be it further 
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RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to publish a notice 
inviting sealed bids or proposals pursuant to Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for the 
abovementioned project. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
 

ITEM 6 - AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR INSPECTION AND 
REPAIR OF OVERHEAD CRANES AT VARIOUS ERIE COUNTY WATER 
AUTHORITY LOCATIONS FROM JULY 1, 2017 TO JUNE 30, 2018, 
PROJECT NO. 201700072 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and Jay Meyers, Production Engineer 

recommend that the Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") publish a notice inviting sealed 
bids or proposals pursuant to Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for Inspection and 
Repair of Overhead Cranes at Various Erie County Water Authority Locations from July 1, 2017 
to June 30, 2018; and 
 

WHEREAS, The work, labor and services for the abovementioned project is estimated to 
cost an amount in excess of $10,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Advertisement for Bids for Inspection and Repair of Overhead Cranes 
at Various Erie County Water Authority Locations from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 will be 
conducted pursuant to the enacted legislation, New York State Finance Law Sections 139-j and 
139-k and the Authority’s Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures; and 
 

WHEREAS, Paul Miklos, Production Technician will be the designated contact person 
for the project with the adoption of this resolution; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the plans and specifications and form of bid be prepared for Inspection and Repair of 
Overhead Cranes at Various Erie County Water Authority Locations from July 1, 2017 to June 
30, 2018 and upon completion be made available for inspection by bidders in the office of the 
Authority; and be it further 
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RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to publish a notice 
inviting sealed bids or proposals pursuant to Section 1069 of the Public Authorities Law for the 
abovementioned project. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 7 - AUTHORIZATION TO EXTEND THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT WITH PALLADIAN HEALTH, LLC TO PROVIDE 
EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SERVICES TO ERIE COUNTY 
WATER AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES, PROJECT NO. 201300024 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 11th day of August, 2013 the Erie County Water 

Authority ("Authority") entered into a Professional Services Contract (“Contract”) with Palladian 
Health, LLC (“Palladian”) to provide an Employee Assistance Program to all full-time and part-
time Authority employees; and 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Paragraph 3B (Extension of Contract) of the Contract, the 
Agreement may be renewed at the option of both parties for two (2) additional one (1) year 
period on the same terms and conditions provided for in the Contract; and  

 
WHEREAS, Heretofore and on the 10th day of March, 2016 the Authority exercised its 

right to renew the Contract for a one year period; 
 
WHEREAS, Said Contract expired on April 30, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, Palladian submitted a letter dated January 19, 2017 requesting another one 
year extension; and 

 
WHEREAS, Daniel J. NeMoyer, Director of Human Resources recommends extending 

the contract for another one year period from May 1, 2017 through April 30, 2018; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority extends the Contract with Palladian to provide an Employee 
Assistance Program to all full-time and part-time Authority employees for a one year period from 
May 1, 2017 to April 30, 2018; and be it further 
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RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute the Contract Extension 
Form submitted. 

 
Ayes: Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes: None 
  

ITEM 8 - AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH 
TIME WARNER CABLE BUSINESS CLASS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY’S INTERNET, ETHERNET 
PRIVATE LINE SERVICE AND PHONE SERVICE 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") currently uses phone, 

Ethernet private line service and internet; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Authority desires to exercise its right to have Time Warner Cable 

Business Class provide phone, Ethernet private line service and internet for the Authority off of 
the New York State Office of General Services State Contract; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Time Warner Cable Business Class has submitted a Service Agreement for 
the providing and installing of phone, Ethernet private line service and internet; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director to the Authority recommends 
acceptance of said agreement by the Authority; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority accepts the Service Agreement of Time Warner Cable Business Class 
for the providing and installing of phone, Ethernet private line service and internet off of the New 
York State Office of General Services State Contract under the terms and conditions set forth in 
said proposal; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said agreement on 
behalf of the Authority; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized to forward an executed copy of 
said Agreement together with a certified copy of this resolution to Time Warner Cable Business 
Class. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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 ITEM 9 - RATIFICATION OF THE INSTALLATION OF HYDRANTS AND VALVES   
  AND RETIREMENT OF EXISTING HYDRANTS AND VALVES - VARIOUS 
  LOCATIONS 
 

Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

WHEREAS, The Engineering Department of the Erie County Water Authority 
("Authority") advised that hydrants and valves were installed as part of the Authority's program 
to keep pace with improvements in fire fighting technology, as follows: 
 

Replace existing 6’ hydrant at 9110 Wehrle Drive, Town of Clarence with a new 6’ 
Kennedy K81 hydrant on 3/6/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 
107.200 6937. 
 

Hydrant originally installed prior to 10/1/99 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170008. 

 
Replace existing 5’ hydrant at 141 Ellicott Creek Road, Town of Cheektowaga with a 

new 5’ Clow hydrant on 3/6/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 
107.200 6938. 
 

Hydrant originally installed in 1970 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170009. 

 
Installed new 5’ hydrant on Meadowstream Drive at c/o Getzville Road, Town of 

Amherst on 3/9/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 107.200 6939; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer ratifies said installations and work; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority approve the retirement of the abovementioned hydrants and valves at 
the abovementioned locations; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED:  That the installation of the new hydrants and valves in the abovementioned 
locations, as part of the Authority's continuing program to improve its facilities is hereby approved, 
ratified and confirmed. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 10 - AUTHORIZATION TO INSTALL ONE HYDRANT AT 2200 OLD UNION 
ROAD, TOWN OF CHEEKTOWAGA, NEW YORK, PROJECT NO. 
201600094, EC NO. 6869 

 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, In a resolution dated, March 14, 2017, The Town Board of the Town of 

Cheektowaga authorized the Erie County Water Authority ("Authority") to install one hydrant at 
2200 Old Union Road, Town of Cheektowaga, New York under the Authority's annual large 
service contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, This hydrant installation has been assigned Work Authorization No. EC 
6869 and Project No. 201600094; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That one hydrant be installed at 2200 Old Union Road, Town of Cheektowaga, New York 
under the Authority's annual large service contract. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Anderson, Schad and Simmeth 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 11 - Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order No. 2017-16, to Russo Development, Inc. for Service Area No. 1 under 
Contract No. 17-02-01 and to 716 Site Contracting, Inc. for Service Area No. 2 under Contract 
No. 17-03-01 and to Kandey Company, Inc. for large services under Contract No. 17-04-01.  
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 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to enter into Recess 
 
Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to exit Recess 

 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to enter Executive Session to 
discuss contract negotiations  

 
Motion by Mr. Schad seconded by Mr. Simmeth and carried to exit Executive Session  

 
 
 
X. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Simmeth, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
 

       
 
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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